Ascott under Wychwooda

Neighbourhood Plan

Initial Questionnaire Results



Introduction

In the spring of 2020, Ascott under Wychwood Parish Council voted to commence work on a
Neighbourhood Plan, against a background of growing concern regarding the number of
repeated inappropriate planning applications that in their view would have had a significantly
deleterious effect on the village, were based on misleading or partial information and that did
not take into account the local knowledge of the area. The Parish Council reasoned that in the
light of these applications and historical precedent the protection afforded by the AONB and
Local Plan were insufficient to allay the legitimate apprehension of the villagers they represent.

Unfortunately, the proposed launch of this Neighbourhood Plan coincided with the lockdown

restrictions introduced by the UK Government in the wake of the outbreak of COVID-19, and
thus, no public meetings were possible to seek engagement and to publicize the forthcoming
Plan within the village.

A Steering Group was formed and as an alternative the decision was taken to produce an Initial
Questionnaire covering a range of topics with the following aims:

e To seek a mandate from the village to proceed with the Neighbourhood Plan.

e o identify those aspects of the village and village life most important to residents.

e o set the scope for further investigation and in determining the shape of the plan.

e To publicize and introduce the Plan to the residents and seek volunteers.
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Medium of Delivery

With no immediate prospects of holding a public meeting, the Questionnaire was offered online
through a new website and in paper form for those with limited Internet access; and was
advertised to all households through a leaflet drop organized by volunteers.

The paper forms were made available in, and collected at, the Village Shop, which had remained
open to serve residents throughout the lockdown.

The members of Ascott under Wychwood Parish Council and of the Steering Group would like to
extend their heartfelt thanks to all those involved in helping to enable this exercise to go ahead
in challenging circumstances.

Overall Results

The Initial Questionnaire consisted of 20 questions, some of which were open and some
indicating priorities for various aspects of village life.

The priority assessments have been graded and ranked according to the answers. These are
presented graphically below.

Many of the answers to the open questions resulted in similar answers. To aid the work of the
Steering Group in ensuring that these feed into the relevant working parties, the open questions
have been organized into broad categories, and these also have been ranked.

Not all of the questions asked are directly relevant to a Neighbourhood Plan, but from them the
Parish Council and Steering Group can gauge the sentiment of the village and what the
residents want to see improved and conserved.

Those answers have not been reproduced here in full, as some may include information that
would identify residents. However, the categories and the broad statements have been
summarized below along with excerpts.
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Who Answered the Questionnaire?

The Neighbourhood Plan has the potential to affect everyone in the Parish and it is of the
greatest importance to the Steering Group that everyone in the village has the opportunity to
respond and to become involved in the process.

This includes some sections of the village that have historically been less engaged in village
activities, whether through disinterest or a sense of disenfranchisement. The imposition of
lockdown has also brought about greater inclusion from those who typically work away from the
village and may consequently be less aware of the scope of village life.

In all, just over 100 results were submitted following de-duplication. This represents an
encouraging proportion of the residents, with results from all parts of the village.

The numbers are broadly in line with the respective populations of each part of the village.
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Should we write a Neighbourhood Plan?

The first, and most important question, was whether the village agreed with the Parish Council
on the need to go ahead with producing a Neighbourhood Plan.

A Neighbourhood Plan is a legal document that must reflect the views of the residents and can
only be adopted following a referendum. It is essential that the village is behind the plan if it is
to succeed in meeting their expectations.

The result was overwhelmingly positive:
Yes | 102

Don't Know | 4

No | O
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What do people like about the village?

The Steering Group wanted to understand what makes Ascott so special to the people who live
here and to capture the character of the village.

The responses were varied but grouped naturally into the following categories:

e The countryside (60)
e The community (55)
e Peace and quiet (32)
e The village and its amenities (24)

“Small and attractive well looked after village, with a good active and friendly local community.”

“Attractive, historic, traditional, friendly Cotswold village with great amenities and active
community in area of ONB.”

“The area is beautiful; the people are friendly. It is a small welcoming village with a shop. Lovely
walks on the doorsteps to share.”

"Having lived here for 20 years | really appreciate the peace and quiet that a small village offers.
| like that there is a good community spirit and neighbours who look out for each other.”

“A caring community, a good mix of people from different backgrounds in a beautiful unspoilt
setting.”

“The peace and tranquillity. The views. The people.”

“We are very lucky to live in such a beautiful area.
The village people are generally very kind.
Those who work for the village for free are very good and much appreciated.”
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What are the highest priorities?

The Questionnaire aimed to get a sense of what is most important to the residents, through a
series of specific topics assembled by the Parish Council and Steering Group to reflect the range
of subjects likely to be addressed during the process of building the Neighbourhood Plan and
also highlighting wider concerns that have been raised by residents in the past.

These covered aspects of:

e \illage heritage, history and amenities.

e [cology, landscape and wildlife.

e Housing and design.

e Flooding, drainage and sewerage.

e Transport, including public, traffic, riding and cycling.
e Employment both local and working from home.

The Results

Those topics that ranked highest for the residents were:

e Flooding

e Village amenities

e Footpaths and bridleways
e Wildlife and biodiversity

Those that ranked lowest were:

e Need for new homes in the parish
e Horse riding
e Cycling

The break-down of results are given overleaf as a summary and in full in Appendix A.

Ascott under Wychwood Neighbourhood Plan Page 7
Initial Questionnaire Results



How we calculated these

The respondents were asked to rank each of the topics under four levels of importance, each of
which has been ascribed a weighting as follows:

Rank Weigh
Very Important

Quite Important
Don't Know
Not Important

O = wu

Those that did not register an answer were taken as Don't Know.

Relative Priorities (Weighted)
M a. History and heritage of the village
M b. Need for new homes in the parish
M c. Design and size of new homes
d. Location of potential new building sites
m e. Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
m f. Local landscape
M g. Local footpaths and bridleways
MW h. Wildlife and biodiversity
M . Climate change
m j. River environment and fishing
m k. Flooding
M |.Land and road drainage
B m. Sewage issues
M n. Public transport
W o. Traffic, speeding and parking
p. Cycling
M g. Horseriding
M r. Road surfaces and maintenance
M s. Local employment
M t. Working from home

M u. Internet and mobile coverage

m v. Farming and agriculture

m w. Village amenities

Relative Priorities (Weighted)
600
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Follow up Topics

To ensure balance the Questionnaire also asked whether there were other topics that should be
included. Most respondents either did not answer or answered that the topic areas gave
sufficient coverage, with the following suggestions being made (condensed and in no particular

order):

Affordable housing

Air quality

Community events and communications
Crime

Education (playgroups, schools)
Facilities for young people

Local support and healthcare services
Noise

Parking

Power cuts

Private transport

Recycling

Social care and impact of development and demographics
Swimming pools (no more)

Trains

Water quality

The risks to drainage, sewerage and flooding due to over-building and the strain on resources
(e.g. water) were also strongly underlined by several respondents in this section.

Ascott under Wychwood Neighbourhood Plan Page 9
Initial Questionnaire Results



What changes would people like to see?

The questionnaire asked what changes people would like to see in the village.

There was a high level of response with substantial agreement between the respondents. As a
result, the Steering Group has collated the answers into various categories to better understand
the priorities raised.

These are, in ranked order:

Trains, improved frequency and reliability 23
Traffic issues and control 22
Housing and planning control 22
None (keep things as they are) 21
Parking 16
Bus services 12
Community inclusion and population 12
Roads and infrastructure 11
Environment and green spaces 11
Events and facilities 10
Sewerage 10
Drainage 4
Cycling 2

“Carry on as we have been doing for years.”
“Daytime trains to Oxford and back.”

‘I would like to see more people doing activities.”
“More considerate parking.”

“Too many local villages are becoming weekend retreats, or commuter villages. Let's hope that
this doesn't happen to Ascott as we need a thriving village that reaches out and engages with
all.”

“Not being controlled by land-owners who don't live in the Village. Our through roads not being
used as fast cut throughs.”

“Less fear of landowners who want to exploit this beautiful village & surrounding area.

(Rl

Restrictions to traffic flows (all shapes & sizes) that use Ascott as a 'rat run'.
“More of a community feel.”

“Reduction to 20 miles an hour speed limit."
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Summary

There was very little discrepancy between the responses which came as no surprise to the
Steering Group, given the widely publicized feelings of the village residents. It was encouraging
to see such a high level of response from across the village, and we can only thank our
volunteers and all those who helped to spread the message.

The Questionnaire has set the context for the Neighbourhood Plan but represents only the first
step in a long process. Our next stage is to set up working parties to look deeper into the
concerns raised and draw together the will of the village in as far as possible.

For those who did not, or could not, respond to the Questionnaire, there will be ample
opportunity to get involved in the next stages and to have their voices heard.

Steering Group

e Pippa Carter (PC)
e Brian Leach  (PC)
e Richard Smith (SG)
e Naomi Tiley  (SG)

For more information:

http://ascottpc.org.uk
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http://ascottpc.org.uk/

Appendix AResults in Full
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Countof g. Horse riding
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